We radiotracked 13 common cuckoo females in the southeastern part of the Czech Republic. Seven females laid eggs in the nests of reed warblers, Acrocephalus scirpaceus, sedge warblers, A. schoenobaenus, and marsh warblers, A. palustris. We observed 53 nest visits, of which 26 involved egg laying. Cuckoos spent significantly more time within 50 m of the host nest on the laying day than on the 5 prelaying days. The vantage point used when parasitizing or visiting a nest was on average four times further from the nest than the closest possible vantage point, but there was a positive correlation between these two distances. Cuckoos spent on average 20 min observing host nests from their vantage points before they visited a nest. Comparison of cuckoos' visits to host nests with and without egg laying revealed no significant differences in the duration of visits or in other measures of behaviour. There was significant variation in behaviour between cuckoos, particularly in the time of day when eggs were laid in host nests. This variation can be attributed to the strong, but not absolute, host and habitat specificity of individuals.
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The interactions between avian brood parasites and their hosts have been subject to much interest during recent years because this is a very suitable model system for studying coevolution (Rothstein & Robinson 1998). The parasitic adaptations for fooling the hosts and the evolution of defence mechanisms among hosts have led to an evolutionary arms race (Davies 2000). In this arms race, an important adaptation among parasites is to evolve improved abilities to locate host nests that are at a suitable stage for parasitism, and without giving the hosts any cue that their nests are at risk of being parasitized. However, few systematic observations have been made of such parasite behaviour. There is a need for such data because they will contribute to the knowledge of an important parasite adaptation and thereby to a better understanding of general problems in the evolution of brood parasitism and host defences. We addressed these problems by investigating the nest-searching behaviour of the common cuckoo.
The females of brood parasites usually search for host nests secretively (Norman & Robertson 1975; Wyllie 1981) , and in the common cuckoo, no cooperation between males and females is assumed (Wyllie 1981). In approaching potential host nests, the importance of trees as suitable viewpoints has been stressed (Alvarez 1993; Øien et al. 1996; Moskát & Honza 2000).
In the Palaearctic region, the common cuckoo is the most frequent brood parasite. During the course of evolution, the cuckoo has radiated into several different strains, the so-called gentes, and each gens is thought to be specialized on one particular host species (Baker 1942 
